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Signs of a confrontation between Raj Bhavan and the elected government in a State are not infrequent in the 

country. The onus often appears to be on the Chief Ministers to avert a constitutional crisis, as evidenced by Pinarayi 

Vijayan trying to buy peace with a miffed Governor, Arif Mohammed Khan, rather than pursue a confrontational course, 

over several issues in recent times. One way of seeing these developments is to attribute them to the appointment of 

those who have been politically active in the recent past as Governors and the partisan role they play as agents of the 

Centre. However, the problems may have to do with the way they understand their own powers. Constrained by the ‘aid 

and advice’ clause in their routine functioning, some Governors seem to be using the discretionary space available to 

them to keep regimes on tenterhooks. A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court laid down in 1974 that the President 

and Governor shall “exercise their formal constitutional powers only upon and in accordance with the advice of their 

Ministers save in a few well-known exceptional situations” — “situations” also illustratively listed. Yet, there is the 

extraordinary situation of some Governors not acting upon requests to grant clemency or assent to Bills; and, in one 

instance in Tamil Nadu, a reluctance to reserve for the President’s consideration a Bill that expressly requires Presidential 

assent because of obvious conflict with a central law. 

Much of the conflict arises due to the Constitution itself. It fixes no time-frame for the Governors to act, and 

contains, in Article 163, an unusual power to choose what is in their discretion and what is not, with the courts being 

barred from inquiring into whether any advice and, if so, what advice was given. The Sarkaria Commission on Centre-

State relations recommended no change in this scheme, but it is time it is revisited. While as the ‘lynchpin’ of the 

constitutional apparatus, Governors indeed have a duty to defend the Constitution and encourage or caution the elected 

regime, the impression that Governors are not obliged to heed Cabinet advice persists in some areas. At a time when 

regional political forces are actively seeking to be heard by the Centre, it may be time that the provisions relating to the 

Governor’s role are amended. Identifying areas of discretion, fixing a time-frame for them to act, and making it explicit 

that they are obliged to go by Cabinet advice on dealing with Bills can be considered. Regarding Bills, it is clear that the 

Constituent Assembly passed the provision for Governors to return Bills for reconsideration only on the express 

assurance that they have no discretion at all. In addition, as suggested by the M.M. Punchhi Commission, ending the 

practice of burdening Governors with the office of Chancellor in universities should also be considered. 

 

 line (noun) – boundary, limit. 

 role (noun) – duty, responsibility, job, task, function. 

 confrontation (adjective) – clash, fight, conflict, 

tussle, skirmish. 

 infrequent (adjective) – rare, uncommon, unusual, 

irregular. 

 onus (noun) – responsibility, duty, burden. 

 avert (verb) – prevent, stop, obstruct, deter, ward 

off. 

 constitutional crisis (noun) – it is defined as a 

situation when a country’s constitution is not able to 

clearly resolve an issue/problem/conflict in the 

function of a Government at it’s disposal. 

 evidence (verb) – indicate, show, reveal, display. 

 buy (verb) – obtain something through exchange (of 

something else usually at a sacrifice). 

 miffed (adjective) – irritated, upset, raged, annoyed, 

displeased, offended, aggrieved. 

 rather than (phrase) – instead of. 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, take part in, take 

up (an activity). 

 confrontational (adjective) -hostile, argumentative, 

aggressive, quarrelsome. 

 course (noun) – path, way; approach, technique, 

strategy. 

 attribute (verb) – ascribe, assign, connect/associate 

with. 

 partisan (adjective) – biased, prejudiced, one-sided, 

unjust, unfair, inequitable, unbalanced. 

 agent (noun) – representative, broker, spokesperson, 

mouthpiece. 

 have — to do with  (phrase) – be connected with 

something to the level described. 

 constrain (verb) – restrict, limit, curb, check, restrain.  

 aid and advice (phrase) – The real authority to take 

decisions lies in the elected government. This is the 

meaning of ‘aid and advice’. Titular head 

(Governor/Lt. Governor) has to act in accordance to 

aid and advice. 

 clause (noun) – stipulation, condition, specification, 

requirement, provision 

 discretionary (adjective) – optional, voluntary, up to 

the individual, non-mandatory, non-compulsory. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 on tenterhooks (phrase) – in suspense; edgy/nervy, 

in a state of agitation.  

 Constitution Bench (noun) – a bench of the Supreme 

Court having five or more judges on it. These benches 

are not a routine phenomenon.  Constitution 

Benches are exceptions, set up only if some 

circumstances exist). (A bench of two or three judges 

is called a division bench). 

 lay down (phrasal verb) – formulate, stipulate, 

prescribe. 

 in accordance with (phrase) – in agreement with, in 

conformity with, in line with, in compliance with. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

2 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (9
th

-APRIL-2022) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 save (preposition) – except, except for, apart from, 

other than, besides, with the exception of, barring, 

excluding. 

 well-known (adjective) – familiar, customary, 

conventional, established. 

 exceptional (adjective) – extraordinary, unusual, 

uncommon, rare. 

 illustratively (adverb) – explanatorily, elucidatorily. 

 act upon (phrasal verb) – comply with, act in 

accordance with, follow. 

 grant (verb) – allow, accord, permit, present with. 

 clemency (noun) – mercy, leniency, 

forgiveness/forbearance; compassion, pardon. 

 assent (noun) – approval, agreement, concurrence, 

acceptance. 

 reluctance (noun) – unwillingness, disinclination, 

hesitation. 

 reserve (verb) – give something (a resource) to a 

particular person. 

 consideration (noun) – analysis, review, examination, 

inspection, scrutiny. 

 expressly (adverb) – absolutely, clearly, obviously, 

unequivocally, unmistakably. 

 obvious (adjective) – visible, apparent, clear, evident. 

 conflict (noun) – dispute, quarrel, squabble, 

disagreement, difference of opinion. 

 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, as a result of. 

 Article 163 of the Constitution of India (noun) – It 

deals with “Council of Ministers to aid and advise 

Governor”. 

 Article 163 (1) of the Constitution of India (noun) – 

There shall be a Council of Ministers with the Chief 

Minister as the head to aid and advise the Governor 

in the exercise of his functions, except in so far as he 

is by or under this Constitution required to exercise 

his functions or any of them in his discretion. 

 Article 163 (2) of the Constitution of India (noun) – If 

any question arises whether any matter is or is not a 

matter as respects which the Governor is by or under 

this Constitution required to act in his discretion, the 

decision of the Governor in his discretion shall be 

final, and the validity of anything done by the 

Governor shall not be called in question on the 

ground that he ought or ought not to have acted in 

his discretion. 

 Article 163 (3) of the Constitution of India (noun) – 

The question whether any, and if so what, advice was 

tendered by Ministers to the Governor shall not be 

inquired into in any Court. 

 discretion (noun) – choice, option, preference, 

volition. 

 bar (verb) – prohibit, prevent, forbid, ban. 

 inquire (verb) – question, probe, investigate. 

 Sarkaria Commission (noun) – The Sarkaria 

Commission (under the Chairmanship of Justice R.S. 

Sarkaria with Shri B. Sivaraman and Dr. S.R. Sen as its 

member) was set up in 1983 by the central 

government of India. The Sarkaria Commission was 

set up to examine and review the working of the 

existing arrangements between the Union and States 

in regard to powers, functions and responsibilities in 

all spheres and recommend such changes or other 

measures as may be appropriate. 

 revisit (verb) – reconsider, review, re-examine, re-

evaluate, reassess. 

 lynchpin (noun as modifier) – most important, main, 

focal, central (thing). 

 apparatus (noun) – system, arrangement, regime, 

mechanism. 

 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 defend (verb) – protect, secure, safeguard. 

 impression (noun) – opinion, view, conception, 

feeling. 

 oblige (verb) – require, compel, bind, constrain, 

obligate, force, put under an obligation. 

 heed (verb) – pay attention to, take into account, 

consider. 

 persist (verb) – continue, carry on, go on, keep going. 

 seek (verb) – ask for, request, appeal for; try, aim, 

attempt. 

 provision (noun) – clause, (legal) term, stipulation, 

requirement, condition. 

 amend (verb) – revise, alter, change, qualify. 

 time-frame (noun) – a particular period of time in 

which something is taking place; target date, 

deadline, finishing date. 

 explicit (adjective) – definite, distinct, clear, well 

defined, precise. 

 go by (phrasal verb) – follow, obey, abide by, adhere 

to, conform to. 

 Constituent Assembly (noun) – The Constituent 

Assembly of India, consisting of indirectly elected 

representatives, was established to draft a 

constitution for India. It existed for approx. three 

years, the first parliament of India after 

independence in 1947.  

 express (adjective) – rapid, swift, fast, quick, speedy, 

prompt. 

 at all (phrase) – in any way. 

 in addition (phrase) – as well as, additionally, 

moreover. 

 M.M. Punchhi Commission (noun) – The 

Government of India constituted a Commission on 

Centre-State Relations under the chairmanship of 

Justice Madan Mohan Punchhi, former Chief Justice 

of India on 27th April 2007 to look into the new 

issues of Centre-State relations keeping in view the 

changes that have taken place in the polity and 

economy of India since the Sarkaria Commission had 
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last looked at the issue of Centre-State relations over 

two decades ago.   

 burden (verb) – cause trouble to, cause suffering to. 

 Chancellor (noun) – the chief administrative officer of 

a university. 

************************************************************************************************** 

Fishermen from Tamil Nadu keep getting caught with alarming regularity in the territorial waters of Sri Lanka 

for “poaching”. Yet, the stakeholders concerned have yet to demonstrate the alacrity required for well-known solutions. 

In the latest development, the Sri Lankan Navy arrested 22 fishermen who are from Nagapattinam and neighbouring 

Karaikal, on Wednesday. There are already 29 fishermen in custody in Sri Lanka, as pointed out by Tamil Nadu Chief 

Minister M.K. Stalin in his letter to External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar a few days ago. As per an estimate, Sri Lankan 

authorities have also impounded 84 boats. The frequency with which Tamil Nadu’s fishermen allegedly cross the 

International Maritime Boundary Line, despite being aware of the consequences, highlights their level of desperation 

driven by livelihood concerns. This is, however, not to absolve them of their culpability in endangering Sri Lanka’s marine 

biodiversity, which is of vital importance to Tamil fishermen of the Northern Province, who suffered in the civil war. The 

vexatious problem has also been aggravated by events over the past month — the reported death of two Jaffna 

fishermen following “mid-sea clashes with their Tamil Nadu counterparts” on January 27 and 29, subsequent protests by 

northern Sri Lankan fishermen, and the reported auctioning by Sri Lanka of 140 impounded boats even before a Tamil 

Nadu government team and fishermen’s representatives could visit Sri Lanka to finalise modalities on the disposal of 

unsalvageable boats. There has been no word from Colombo on permitting fishermen-devotees to attend, in March, the 

annual festival of St. Anthony’s Church at Katchatheevu. 

Apart from getting the arrested fishermen released, the governments of the two countries should fix a date for 

an early meeting of the Joint Working Group, last held in December 2020. They should also facilitate the resumption of 

talks at the level of fisherfolk, especially from Tamil Nadu and the Northern Province. Sri Lanka should be proactive as its 

citizens in the North bear the brunt of the alleged acts of transgression. Besides, its positive actions would be in tune 

with what the Prime Ministers of India and Sri Lanka agreed at the virtual summit in September 2020 — to “continue 

engagement to address the issues related to fishermen through regular consultation and bilateral channels”. New Delhi 

should also consider providing additional incentives and concessions to fishermen of the Palk Bay districts of Tamil Nadu 

to elicit a better response from them for its deep sea fishing project. It could also propose assistance for the fishermen of 

the Northern Province as a gesture of goodwill. There is no paucity of ideas in the area of the Palk Bay fisheries conflict, 

but adequate action on the part of the stakeholders is found wanting. 

 

 troubled waters (phrase) – a difficult situation/time. 

 conflict (noun) – dispute, quarrel, squabble; clash, 

friction, opposition. 

 lasting (adjective) – enduring, long-lasting, long-term, 

permanent. 

 fisherfolk (noun) – fishermen.  

 caught past participle of catch (verb) – arrest, 

apprehend, take prisoner, take captive, take into 

custody. 

 alarming (adjective) – worrying, disturbing, 

shocking/distressing. 

 regularity (noun) – continuousness, commonness, 

frequency. 

 territorial (adjective) – relating to a particular 

territory (area/region). 

 territorial waters (noun) – In international law, that 

area of the sea immediately adjacent to the shores of 

a state and subject to the territorial jurisdiction of 

that state (i.e. country). 

 poach (verb) – hunt illegally, catch illegally. 

 stakeholder (noun) – a person with an interest in 

something. 

 concerned (adjective) – connected, related, involved. 

 demonstrate (verb) – indicate, show, display. 

 alacrity (noun) – readiness, willingness, swiftness, 

promptness. 

 well-known (adjective) – familiar, common, usual. 

 development (noun) – event, turn of events, 

occurrence, happening, circumstance, incident, 

phenomenon, situation, outcome. 

 neighbouring (adjective) – adjacent. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, mention, indicate, 

draw attention to. 

 authorities (noun) – officials.  

 impound (verb) – appropriate, take possession of, 

seize, take custody of. 

 frequency (noun) – commonness, continuousness, 

regularity, rate of occurrence. 

 allegedly (adverb) – reportedly, supposedly, 

purportedly, ostensibly, apparently. 

 maritime (adjective) – of or related to the sea. 

 International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) (noun) 

– it usually bounds areas of exclusive national rights 

over mineral and biological resources, encompassing 

maritime features, limits and zones (such as the 

territorial sea (12 nautical miles), contiguous zone (24 

nautical miles), exclusive economic zone (200 

nautical miles), and the continental shelf within and 

beyond 200 nautical miles). Generally, a maritime 
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boundary is delineated at a particular distance from a 

jurisdiction’s coastline under the United Nations 

Convention on Law of Sea (UNCLOS).   

 despite (preposition) – in spite of, notwithstanding, 

regardless of. 

 consequences (noun) – result, outcome, effect, 

reaction, repercussion, reverberations, ramification. 

 highlight (verb) – call attention to, focus on, 

spotlight, underline, underscore, accentuate, 

emphasize. 

 desperation (noun) – hopelessness, distress, 

discouragement. 

 drive (verb) – prompt; cause to happen. 

 livelihood (noun) – means of making a living with the 

basic necessities (food, water, shelter and clothing); 

means of support, subsistence, source of income. 

 absolve (verb) – pardon, excuse, punishment. 

 culpability (noun) – guilt, blame/fault; responsibility. 

 endanger (verb) – imperil, jeopardize, risk. 

 marine (adjective) – sea, oceanic, maritime. 

 biodiversity (noun) – the existence of a number and 

variety of species (plants & animals) in a particular 

geographic region/environment. 

 vital (adjective) – key, essential, important. 

 province (noun) – territory, region, state (of a 

country). 

 civil war (noun) – a war between organized groups 

within the same state or country. 

 vexatious (adjective) – annoying, vexing, irritating. 

 aggravate (verb) – exacerbate, make worse, 

compound, add to, intensify. 

 jaffna (noun) – Jaffna is the capital city of the 

Northern Province of Sri Lanka. 

 clash (noun) – conflict, fight, confrontation. 

 counterpart (noun) – someone or something that has 

the same job or purpose as another; equivalent, 

equal, fellow. 

 subsequent (adjective) – following, ensuing, 

succeeding, successive. 

 auction (noun) – the process of determining the 

selling/buying price of something through a 

competitive bidding process; bidding. 

 modality (noun) – a particular method or procedure. 

 disposal (noun) – throwing away, getting rid of, 

discarding. 

 unsalvageable (adjective) – unrecoverable, 

unreclaimable. 

 devotee (noun) – supporter, upholder, defender, 

advocate, champion. 

 Joint Working Group (JWG) (noun) – the bilateral 

administrative mechanism formed to discuss the 

boundary issues with the purpose of finding a 

solution. 

 facilitate (verb) –  make easy, make possible, clear 

the way for, open the door for; enable, assist, help. 

 resumption (noun) – restarting, recommencement.  

 talks (noun) – negotiations, discussions; mediation, 

arbitration. 

 proactive (adjective) – forward-looking, fore-

thoughtful. 

 bear the brunt (phrase) – to suffer/get the worst 

(bad) part of some action. 

 alleged (adjective) – supposed, so-called, claimed, 

professed, purported, ostensible, apparent, reported. 

 transgression (noun) – infringement, contravention, 

breach, violation, overstepping. 

 besides (preposition) – apart from, other than, 

barring. 

 in tune with (phrase) – in agreement with, in line 

with. 

 virtual submit/meeting (noun) – (interactive) online 

summit/meeting. 

 summit (noun) – meeting, conference; (international 

meeting/conference of heads of state/government). 

 engagement (noun) – participation, taking part, 

involvement. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 

sort out. 

 bilateral (adjective) – involving two groups or 

countries. 

 channel (noun) – means, mechanism, method, mode. 

 incentive (noun) –  payment or concession; 

inducement, motivation, stimulus. 

 concession (noun) – allowance. 

 Palk bay (noun) – a waterway/inlet of the Bay of 

Bengal sea between the Tamil Nadu state of India 

and the Jaffna District of the Northern Province of 

the island nation of Sri Lanka. (Bay is a body of water 

surrounded by land on three sides). 

 elicit (verb) – obtain, bring forth/bring out, draw out. 

 gesture (noun) – sign, signal, indication; action, deed, 

move. 

 goodwill (noun) – compassion; cooperation, 

collaboration, friendliness, mutual support. 

 paucity (noun) – insufficiency, deficiency, shortage. 

 fishery (noun) – areas of the sea where fish are 

caught in large quantities for commercial purposes. 

 adequate (adjective) – acceptable, reasonable, 

satisfactory, enough, sufficient. 

 on the part of (phrase) – done by, carried out by. 

 wanting (adjective) – absent, missing, lacking, not 

there, not present.  
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